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CREAN BRUSH, Loyalist 


Feeling against the Tories who were most active in their 
opposition to the calling of a Continental Congress and whose 
loyalty to the King led them to take arms against the revolu- 
tionists was so intense, even for years after the Revolution, 
that its bitterness colored all of the early records of the struggle 


for American freedom. ‘‘Mobs had tarred and feathered Tories, 


otherwise cruelly treated them, and had wrecked their homes. 
... Lhe most ardent of the known and active opponents of the 
Revolution were shut up in jail... . Thousands who could not 
endure the new order or feared harsh treatment fled to Canada 
or some other part of the British Empire. Their property, as 
well as their persons, were subjected to official control... and 
by the time the armed conflict was over their property every- 
where had been appropriated. ... The sequestration of estates 
was marked by corruption and scandals which shocked all 
sensitive persons. To the Loyalists the revolutionary com- 
missioners were bands of bloodthirsty robbers; to the patriots 
fighting desperately for independence any moderate treatment 
of domestic foes seemed to fall short of poetic justice.’ 


“Our revolution was less bloody than most, nevertheless 
there was much mobbing and disorder. . . . Those who were 
thought to be on the Tory side were threatened, persecuted 
and disarmed. ... In many cases Tories were imprisoned, tarred 
and feathered, gathered into concentration camps, ostracized 
socially or economically, and forced to cease carrying on their 
callings as lawyers, doctors, teachers or merchants, while their 
property was confiscated on a heavy scale... . In the Treaty 
with England there were two unpopular clauses, those relating 
to the Loyalists, and to the payment of private debts to English 
merchants. Congress, as the Treaty demanded, did recom- 
mend to the States that they should restore confiscated Loyalist 


1From Charles A. and Mary R. Beard, ‘‘The Rise of American Civilization,’’ Vol. I, pp. 
262, 263, By permission of The Macmillan Company, publishers. 
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property and refrain from any further confiscations, but there 
being no means of coercion, the States to a considerable extent 
failed to take action. The Loyalists were heartily hated, and 
although much of their property had been unjustly seized, 
practically none was restored.”! 


Crean Brush, member of the last two British Provincial 
Assemblies that sat in New York, was one of the outstanding 
Loyalist leaders of that period. Born in Dublin, Ireland, 
about 1725, he was educated in the profession of the law. He 
married Miss Cushing, a resident of Dublin, who died in 1758, 
shortly after the birth of their only child, Elizabeth Martha. 
Leaving his daughter in the care of his sister, Rebecca, wife of 
Rey. Dr. Clarke of County Down, Ireland, he sailed for America 
previous to or during the year 1762. In the City of New York, 
where he settled, he married Margaret Montresor, widow of 
Captain Montresor, a French officer of the British army. She 
had one child by her first marriage, Frances or ““Fanny,’’ who 
married in 1777, at the age of seventeen, Captain Buchanan 
of the British army. After his death she became the wife of 
Ethan Allen, and upon his death the wife of Dr. Penniman. 


On his arrival in America Crean Brush was first employed 
as assistant by the Deputy-Secretary of the Province of New 
York, Mr. Goldsbrow Banyar, and in 1764 he was licensed by 
Lieutenant-Governor Cadwallader Colden to practice as an 
attorney in all of the King’s courts in the Province. It is 
believed he became associated in this profession with John 
Kelly, a famous Irish lawyer of ability and training of that 
period. 


Through grants of land and purchase, he owned about 25,000 
acres of land in the Province of New York proper and a little 
less than that in the New Hampshire Grants. He moved to 
Westminster, New York (now Westminster, Vermont), in 1771, 
and in 1772 was appointed Clerk of Cumberland County. 
Subsequently, he was made Surrogate of the County. With 
two others, he received a commission to administer oaths to 
all officers, both civil and military, within their jurisdiction. 


1From ‘‘The March of Democracy”; copyright, 1933, by James Truslow Adams. By per- 
mission of Charles Scribner's Sons. 
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At that time, Westminster had a larger population and was 
better built than any other town in Vermont. For a number 


of years it had been the seat of justice for all of the southern 


part of the disputed territory under the assumed jurisdiction 
of New York. A residence in this village afforded him an 
opportunity to sell his lands, which extended throughout 
the northern part of New York and parts of the New Hampshire 
Grants and included many broad acres along the banks of the 
Connecticut River in the town and neighborhood of West- 
minster. 


In 1773, the Freeholders and inhabitants of Cumberland 
County elected him as one of their representatives in the 
Provincial Legislature. During his service in the Provincial 
Assembly, he resided in Albany the greater part of the time. He 


' also maintained a residence in Westminster, which is described 


in an historical novel as follows: 


“Among the most commodious and handsome of the many 
respectable dwellings which had been here erected was that of 
Crean Brush, Esquire, Colonial Deputy-Secretary of New York, 
and also an active member of the Legislature of that colony 
for this part of her claimed territory. This house, at the 
sessions of the courts, especially, was the fashionable place of 
resort for what was termed the ‘Court Party Gentry’ and other 
distinguished persons from abroad. It was a well-furnished 
and affectedly aristocratic establishment. ... A select band of 
Court dignitaries there assembled, . . . Around a long table, 
well-furnished with wine and glasses, sat a select company of 
gentlemen, whose dress and deportment denoted them to be 
persons of the first consequence. And such, indeed, may be 
said to have been the fact, for the party embraced the judges 
and officers of the court and such of the most staunch and influ- 
ential of their supporters as could be convened for a special 
consultation, which, it was considered, the portents of the times 
demanded. Here was the aristocratic and haughty Brush, the 
host, and leading spirit of the Party, with his florid face, crack- 
ing his jokes and ridiculing ‘the boorish settlers.’ ’”! 


‘From * ‘The Rangers; or, The Tory’s Daughter” by the author of ‘‘The Green Mountain 
Boys,” pp. 32, 37; Bazin & Ellsworth, publishers, Boston, 1851. 
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“Mr. Brush was outstanding in his advocacy of all ministerial 
measures. Fluency of speech and a spirited style of oratory 
enabled him to give expression to his opinions in a manner 
which attracted attention. By these means he obtained an 
influence which he never failed to exert in behalf of his party. 
In the controversy between New Hampshire and New York 
regarding the New Hampshire Grants, he showed a deep interest 
and was well prepared by knowledge obtained while in the 
office of the Secretary of State to present the question in ac- 
curate and reliable form.’”! 


In the boundary line dispute between New Hampshire and 
New York, the House, on February 17, 1773, declared that the 
eastern limits of the colony, both by the royal grants of the 
Duke of York and by orders of the Privy Council of July 20, 
1764, were the western banks of the Connecticut River. Desir- 
ing to have the subject presented in a substantial form, Colonel 
Philip Schuyler, John De Noyellis and Crean Brush were 
appointed a committee by the House to draft a representation 
of rights of the Colony of New York to the lands in question. 
. This, when agreed to by the House, was to be forwarded to 
the agent of the colony, to enable him to maintain the claim 
at the Court of Great Britain. On March 6, 1773, Mr. Brush 
submitted the report of the committee, which was adopted 
and entered in the journals. 


It had been hoped that the reasons brought forth in the 
report would restrain the residents on the ““Grants’”’ who favored 
the jurisdiction of New Hampshire from violent acts against 
the settlers under New York, but these acts seemed to increase 
rather than lessen. In February, 1774, Benjamin Hough, a 
magistrate appointed by New York, presented a petition to 
the general Assembly of the Province, asking in behalf of him- 
self and others, to be protected from “the outrageous cruelty 
of the Bennington Mob.” The subject was considered in the 
“Grand Committee on Grievances,” from which a report was 
presented to the House by Mr. Brush, in behalf of the chair- 
man, Mr. Clinton, recommending that body to urge the Gover- 


1Benjamin H. Hall, ‘History of Eastern Vermont,” Vol. II, p. 606; J. Munsell, Albany, 
N. Y., 1865. 
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nor to issue a proclamation offering a reward of fifty pounds 
each for the seizure of Ethan Allen and seven of his followers, 
and counseling the House to bring in a bill to “‘suppress riotous 
and disorderly proceedings.” Mr. Brush and Colonel Ten 
Broeck were appointed to prepare the bill, which, when drafted, 
was laid before the House and passed into a law. The Gover- 


nor’s proclamation was issued on March 9, 1774, and a reward “~~ 


of £100 was offered for the capture of Ethan Allen. 


As a member of the Assembly, he was influential and 
powerful. On January 12, 1774, he moved to allow Governor 
Tryon the sum of £5,000 as compensation for the loss of his 


mansion, which had been destroyed by fire. The proposal « 


was debated and vigorously opposed but in the end it was 
carried by a small majority. Not long afterward, the Governor 
decided to return to England. Crean Brush was one of three 
appointed by the House to draft an address to him expressing 
the high sense entertained of the great and extensive benefit 
derived to the colony from the uprightness, justice and impar- 
tiality of his administration; the deep concern felt for his 
departure; the ardent desire of his speedy return; the affectionate 
wishes for the welfare and happiness of His Excellency and his 
family; and the firm reliance that he would present to their 
most gracious Sovereign the unshaken loyalty of his faithful 
colony, and their steady and zealous attachment to this sacred 
person and government. The address expressed, in the most 
complimentary language, the ideas embodied in the resolution. 


On February 23, 1775, he delivered a speech against the 
proposal to elect delegates to the second Continental Con- 
gress. Being charged with “using expressions which threw 
indecent reflections both on the conduct of the gentlemen of 
the opposition and on the proceedings of the last Congress,”’ 
he had his speech printed and published, so that the public 
might form an opinion as to the justice of the charges. He 
was answered by Messrs. Clinton and Schuyler, who, with 
Colonel Woodhull, were the leading patriots in the House. 
The debate was significant of the spirit of the times and showed 
the wide difference of opinion among the representatives of the 
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people, who were gathered to legislate for the welfare of the « 
colony. 


Crean Brush was chosen, with Colonel Seaman and Mr. Gale, 
to prepare the draft of a memorial to the House of Lords, 
which was adopted. 


His ability as an orator was recognized even by his foes and 
his speeches were carefully and skillfully prepared. Asa writer, 
he is referred to in Trumbull’s MacFingal in the following verse: 


“Had I the Poet’s brazen lungs, 
As sound-board to his hundred tongues, 
I could not half the scribblers muster 
That swarmed round Rivington in cluster; 
Assemblies, councilmen, forsooth; 
Brush, Cooper, Wilkins, Chandler, Booth; 
Yet all their arguments and sap’ence 
You did not value at three half-pence!’’! 


In the autumn of 1775 he went to Boston, which was then 
occupied by the British, and offered his services to General 
Gage. His offer was accepted. General Gage determined to 
winter his army there and commenced preparations to quarter 
it in the houses of the inhabitants. In consequence, it was 
necessary to remove goods, wares and merchandise from the 
buildings required. This business was entrusted to Crean 
Brush, who was armed with a commission from General Gage 
giving him authority to receive and protect such personal prop- 
erty as should be put in his charge. ‘The issuance of this 
commission was one of the last official acts of General Gage 
in Boston.2 In obedience to orders, he sailed for England on 
October 10, 1775, and on the same day General Howe succeeded 
him in command of troops. 


On January 10, 1776, Mr. Brush drew a memorial addressed 
to General Gage in England, in which he offered his services 
to raise a body of three hundred volunteers, exclusive of 
officers, to be employed in the service of the King. 


1‘Trumbull’s MacFingal,’’ Boston ed. 1799, canto i, p. 28. 
2Original commission in Archives of Mass. Historical Society. 
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By February, 1776, he had taken into his custody large 
quantities of goods, wares and merchandise. General 
_ Howe had decided to evacuate Boston as soon as hé had 
“additional transports and sufficient provisions for a long voy- 
age; and also, a favorable season should arrive.” Mr. Brush 
wished instructions regarding the disposal of the property in 
his possession. He applied to General Howe, to Brigadier- 
General James Robertson, to the Quartermaster-General, and 
to the Adjutant-General for advice and orders. At that time, 
Brigadier-General Robertson alone gave attention to the matter. 
At his request, Mr. Brush engaged men “under high wages,” 
to devote their “whole time and attention” to the business of 
packing and casing the goods he had collected and of trans- 
ferring them to the brigantine Elizabeth, which had been pur- 
chased as a transport and was then lying in Boston harbor. 


On March 10, 1776, General Howe instructed Crean Brush 
to take into his possession “‘all goods in the town of Boston, 
which, if in possession of the rebels, would enable them to 
carry on the war.”... “‘I have given notice to all loyal inhabi- 
tants to remove such goods from hence, and all who do not 
remove them or deliver them to your care, will be considered 
as abettors of rebels.’ He further ordered him to give 
certificates to the owners that the goods had been received 
“for your own use, and will be delivered to the owners’ order, 
unavoidable accidents excepted. And you are to make inquiry 
if any such goods be secreted or left in stores; and you are to 
seize all such and put them on board the Minerva ship or the 
brigantine Elizabeth.” On the same day General Howe issued 
a proclamation, which was posted in the most conspicuous 
places in Boston, ordering the removal of “linen and woollen 
goods’’ from the place.! 


It was claimed by the owners that “shops were stripped of 
their goods and houses plundered,”’ and the value of the goods 
and merchandise taken was stated by Boston newspapers to 
be £35,000 sterling. Crean Brush afterward bore witness to 
his activity when he declared: “‘I solemnly aver that from the 
5th to the 13th of March my own assiduity was so great that 


1Original document in office of Mass. Secretary of State. Frothingham’s ‘'Siege of Boston,” 
pp. 307, 308. 
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I did not in any one night allow myself more than two hours’ 
sleep.””! 


On Sunday, March 17, 1776, the embarkation of the British 
army commenced, and before night the fleet, including the 
Elizabeth, with Crean Brush on board, was harbored in Nan- 
tasket Road. On March 21st, Admiral Shuldham of the British 
fleet ordered Peter Ramsay, a midshipmen, to take the cap- 
taincy of the Elizabeth. With him were sent sailors, together 
with a sergeant and twelve privates of the Fourth, or King’s 
Own Regiment, that the vessel might be both navigated and 
defended. 


“The Elizabeth sailed for Halifax, Nova Scotia, on Friday, 
March, 29, 1776, under convoy of the British ship-of-war, the 
Niger. On April 2nd, Commodore John Manly, in the Hancock, 
coming up with the brigantine, which had parted from her 
convoy, fired a broadside at her. This was returned by a volley 
of small arms from the sergeant’s party on board the Elizabeth. 
Captain Daniel Waters in the Lee, and Captain John Ayres in 
the Lynch, joined the Commodore. Escape being impossible, 
the Elizabeth struck her colors. Captain Ramsay and all on 
board were made prisoners and the brigantine was floated into 
the Piscataqua River in New Hampshire.’”? 


On April 11, 1776, the most important prisoners were brought 
before the Council of Massachusetts then in session at Water- 
town and examined. Mr. Brush testified: “I left Boston about 
the 19th of March last in the brigantine Elizabeth, commanded 
by one Ramsay. I carried a great variety of goods with me 
belonging to sundry persons in Boston. In pursuance of my 
commission from General Gage, I received a large quantity 
of goods voluntarily delivered me by the owners. In pursuance 
of an order delivered me from General Howe, I went to Mr. 
Austin’s store and took his goods; I went to John Rowe’s 
store. He delivered me his goods to the amount of £2266:1/, 
for which I gave him my receipt. J went also to Mr. Dashwood. 
I heard, after we had fell down with the fleet, that sundry 
shops and stores were fraudulently broke open under my 


1Gordon's ‘History of the War," ii, pp. 42-44. 
2Hall, Benjamin H., ‘History of Eastern Vermont,” Vol. II, p. 618. 
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order and authority, viz: Mr. Baldwin’s, part of Mr. Part- 
ridge’s. I took some articles other than woollens and linens, 


but this owing to the owners themselves, who would not inform | . 


me which packages contained them.’”! 


On the day following the examination the major part of the 
Council directed the keeper of the jail at Boston to take into 
his custody ‘‘Crean Brush, William Jackson, Peter Ramsay, 
Edward Keighly and Richard Newton, lately taken in their 
flight from Boston, in attempting to carry away from thence, 
under the protection of the British fleet, large quantities of 
goods, wares, and merchandise, the rightful property of the 
inhabitants of Boston.’” 


The first three were ordered to be placed each in an apartment 
by himself. They were denied the use of pen, ink, paper, and 
candles, and were not permitted to converse with any person, 
unless in the presence of the jailer. Crean Brush was not only 
subjected to these restrictions but also was handcuffed. Among 
the papers found upon him was an unfinished letter, which 
was published in Edes’ Boston Gazette a few days after its 
author had been imprisoned, in order, as was stated by the 
editor, “that the good people of these colonies may see the 
unwearied attempts of our implacable enemies to enslave them.” 


A memorial also was found among his papers addressed to 
Brigadier-General James Robertson. In this, he gave a partial 
accounting of his doings in Boston, and blamed those of the 
rebels who had accused him of ruthlessness. Referring to them, 
he said: ““Your memorialist begs leave to assure Your Honor 
that he is fully able to prove that his conduct towards them 
was governed with politeness and moderation. True it is, 
that when attempts were made to engage his attention in 
tedious dissertations on Magna Charta and the rights of 
British subjects, with intent to retard him in the execution of 


his office, he did interrupt such harangues, and with an irony 


which inflamed their resentment, complimented them on their 
eloquence, which had in town meetings been so successful as 
to throw all America into confusion.” He further asserted 


1Document in Mass. Historical Society. 
2MS. Revolution Council Papers, office Mass. Secretary of State, 1776, ii, 53, 54, 78-95. 
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that remarks like these always were accompanied by the decla- 
ration that he was “upon business,’ which he was “‘determined 
to execute without interruption.’”! 


He remained a close prisoner in the Boston jail. In Janu- 
ary, 1777, his wife arrived in Boston and remained there 
during the rest of that year. She was accompanied by Michael 
Nailer of New York, who, immediately upon his arrival was 
placed under, arrest and detained a prisoner for five months, 
when he was released to go to New York, upon giving his parole 
to send some person in exchange for him. The New York 
Gazetie of August 25, 1777, reported: 


“Last Tuesday evening Mr. Michael Nailer arrived here 
from Boston, via Rhode Island, where he was confined five 
months, and where the inhabitants were in great confusion. 
He informs us that Crean Brush, Esquire, was lately tried at 
that place on three indictments found against him by the 
Grand Jury of that Province, for taking certain goods from 
Boston contrary to General Sir William Howe’s orders when 
the British troops left that city, and honeourably acqutited.”’ 


His acquittal apparently did not secure his release from jail. 
On November 5, 1777, Mrs. Brush visited her husband and 
remained with him for several hours. She was asked to leave 
when the time came to lock up the prisoners for the night. 
As the turnkey stood at the door, waiting for her to come out, 
a tall figure in women’s clothes passed out of the cell, slowly 
walked to the outer door and disappeared in the darlmess. 
The turnkey bolted the door, little dreaming that Crean Brush 
had escaped in his wife’s clothing. The next morning, when 
he opened the slide closing the loophole through which food 
was passed, there was no answer and no hand appeared to take 
the breakfast. In answer to repeated calls, Mrs. Brush finally 
replied: “I am not Mr. Brush’s keeper,” but refused to give 
any information concerning her husband. 


His wife had provided him with funds and with a horse, 
which he found tied at a place she had designated. Immediately 
upon escaping, he set out for New York, where he arrived on 


1Hall, Benjamin H., “History of Eastern Vermont,”’ Vol. II, p. 620. 
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November 16, 1777. The New York Gazeite of November 17, 
1777, said: ““Yesterday morning Mr. Brush, upwards of nineteen 
months a prisoner in Boston Gaol, arrived here from that place, 
from whence he escaped on Wednesday evening, the 5th 
instant.” 


His efforts were immediately directed towards the recovery 
of his property, especially his lands on the New Hampshire 
Grants. Owing to the intense hatred of the Tories, he made 
but little progress in his endeavors. Nor did he succeed any 
better in an attempt to obtain from the commander of the 
British forces in that City redress for the injuries he had 
received and compensation for the losses sustained on behalf 
of the King. Stripped of his possessions and with no prospect 
of being allowed to resume his calling as a lawyer, he became 
thoroughly disheartened, and, according to The Independent 
Chronicle and Universal Advertiser of Boston, May 21, 1778, 
quoted in Hall’s History of Eastern Vermont, he ended his life 
in New York City. To date, no such record has been found 
in the New York City papers of that period. 


“His will, dated “in Boston Gaol” October 18, 1777, and 
proved before the Surrogate of the City of New York on April 
14, 1778, bequeathed his entire property to his wife during her 
widowhood. In case of her remarriage, she was to receive one- 
third of the estate, and the remaining two-thirds were to be 
divided equally between his daughter, Elizabeth Martha, and 
his stepdaughter, Frances. On the death of Mrs. Brush, her 
share was to descend to the first named daughter. In the event 
of the death of his wife and daughters, his entire estate was to 
be divided between his sister, Rebecca, wife of Rev. Dr. Clarke, 
of the County of Down, Ireland, and his cousins, John Brush 
of the Island of Tobago, and Richard Brush, merchant, of the 
the Island of Madeira.’””! 


The Council of Safety of Vermont appointed commissioners 


_of sequestration on July 28, 1777, and gave them power to 


seize all lands, goods and chattels of any person in the State 


1Hall, Benjamin H., ‘“‘History of Eastern Vermont,” Vol. II, p. 626. (The Surrogate’s office 
in New York City has no record of the will of Crean Brush—1938.) 
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who had “‘repaired to the enemy.”’ Private individuals already 
had seized much of the real and personal property of Crean 
_ Brush and appropriated it to their own use. 


For the purpose of protecting the State from the influence 
of its foes, an Act was passed by the General Assembly of 
Vermont in February, 1779, forbidding the return of all inimical 
persons under penalty of being “‘whipped on the naked back, 
not more than forty nor less than twenty stripes.” Anyone 
who should continue in the State a month, or who should again 
return after a first conviction, was to suffer death, and the 
crime of harboring an enemy was made punishable by a fine 
of five hundred dollars. In a list accompanying this Act, con- 
taining the names of one hundred and twenty-eight persons to 
whom the provisions were especially applicable, the name of 
Crean Brush of Westminster was included, although he had 
been dead a year. 


“The library and furniture of Mr. Brush were scattered 
among the households of the neighborhood in which he resided. 
Books, bearing on their fly leaves his name, in the round, full 
autograph which he had acquired while serving in the office 
of the Deputy-Secretary of the Province of New York, are still 
to be found in some of the houses which border the Connecticut, 
and the old clock, whose strokes fell on the ears of the jovial 
Tory, at midnight oftener than at morning, is still preserved, 
and continues to mark with accuracy the fleeting hours as it 
has done for the last hundred years.’” 


His Westminster home was burned to the ground many 
years ago, and the present inhabitants of the small town have 
no knowledge of his history or his belongings. His widow and 
her third husband, Patrick Wall, are buried in the old cemetery 
on the hill in Westminster. 


Information regarding the family history of Crean Brush 
and his daughter was said by Benjamin H. Hall, author of 
History of Eastern Vermont, to have been given to him by 

Vt, Council! Records, Vt. Laws, February, 1779, p. 72; Slade's “Vt. State Papers,” pp. 


355, 356. ai 5 
*Hall, Benjamin H., “History of Eastern Vermont,” Vol. II, 1865. 
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Henry Molesworth Norman, eldest grandson of Mr. Brush, in 
about the year 1857. It includes the following: 


“Elizabeth Martha, the only child of Crean Brush, was 
about nineteen years of age at the time of her father’s death. © 
At the age of twenty-two, she married Thomas Norman of 
Drogheda, Ireland, by whom she had four children, Henry 
Molesworth, Eliza, John Echlin and Forbes White. By the 
will of her father she was heir to one-third of his estate. Having 
purchased from Mrs. Patrick Wall, her stepmother, and Mrs. 
Penniman, her stepsister, their respective thirds and taken 
from them quit-claim deeds, she became entitled to the whole 
property. In 1795, her husband, who resided with her in 
Ireland, constituted her his attorney, and with this power she 
soon after came to America and immediately took measures 
to recover the property to which she had become entitled. At 
Westminster, where she had fixed her abode, she was after- 
wards joined by her husband, and at that place they lived until 
the time of their removal to Caldwell, at the south end of Lake 
George, New York, where Mr. Norman died in 1814. Mrs. 
Norman was a lady of fine manners, dignified deportment, 
and was in every respect an ornament to her sex. She enjoyed 
in early life the advantages of a good education, and never 
failed to receive that regard and attention to which her merits 
entitled her.” 


To what extent she succeeded in obtaining possession of the 
estate left by her father is not known. In addition to the 
lands he had held in New York and Vermont, he also had 
owned farms in Walpole, Westmoreland, Hinsdale, and Win- 
chester; but, according to John Kelly, Mrs. Norman’s lawyer, 
she was prevented by the “manoeuvres of the Burt family of 
Walpole” from obtaining full possession of her landed property 
in these New Hampshire towns. From a letter written by 
John Kelly to Mrs. Norman on June 9, 1795, it appears that 
most of the lands which Crean Brusn had held in Vermont, under 
the New York title, were at that time deemed, as they after- 


ward proved to be, “irrevocably lost.”” Mr. Kelly also stated 


that, in many instances, the citizens of Vermont had possessed 
themselves of Mr. Brush’s lands during the war and had 
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“since held them by main force and strength”; that some of 
his farms in that State had been sold or confiscated; but that 
“The resolution of the Governor and Council of Vermont, 
under which they were so sold” did not pass until two years 
after Mr. Brush’s death. Referring in another place to this 
resolution, he condemned it in the plainest terms, declaring 
“The attempt to confiscate a dead man’s estate” as an act 
“superlatively wicked.’”! 


It is believed that his property, situated in the State of 
New York proper, was never confiscated. However, Mrs. 
Norman probably never realized her expectations in the estate 
of her father. When, on April 23, 1799, the sum of $30,900, 
which Vermont had paid to New York, was divided among 
the claimants who had held lands on the “Grants,” under 
charters from the latter State, she made application for her 
portion, but only obtained $718.60, a sum which bore no 
proportion to the real va of the possessions of her father 
in Vermont.? 


The portrait of Crean Brush in military uniform, from which 
an engraving was made to head the biographical sketch of him 
in Hall’s History of Eastern Vermont, was in the possession of 
his grandson, Henry Molesworth Norman, of Caldwell, Lake 
George, New York, in 1857. According to Mr. Hall, while 
in Ireland he evidently bore some military commission. Of his 
rank and the time and length of his service nothing is known 
except that he was familiarly called “‘Colonel.’”’ Old family 
letters reveal that before his death in 1869, Henry M. 
Norman gave this portrait, together with his mother’s minia- 
ture, to either a Mr. Minturn or a Mr. Carter of Caldwell, 
both of whom were old friends to whom he was indebted. 


In the museum of Fort Ticonderoga, New York, are portraits 
of the second Mrs. Brush and her daughter, Frances, a child 
of eleven, who became the wife of Ethan Allen, the man to 
whom Fort Ticonderoga was surrendered “in the name of 
the Great Jehovah and the Continental Congress,” and for 


iLetter from John Kelly to Mrs. Norman, Doc. Hist. N. Y., iv, 1024, 1025. 
Letter from W. C. Bradley, February 27, 1857. 
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whose apprehension Governor Tryon of New York, at the 
instigation of Crean Brush, her stepfather, had offered a 
reward of £100 on March 9, 1774. In “A Story of Two 
Portraits” by Mrs. M. V. Smith in the museum records, they 
are referred to as “Copley Portraits.’’ Stephen H. P. Pell, their 
owner, states: “The Penniman family, from whom I bought 
the portraits, thought they were done by Vanderlyn.’’! These 


portraits were painted for and originally belonged to Crean 
Brush. 


iLetter from Stephen H. P. Pell to Jane Norman Smith, October 8, 1926. 
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CREAN BRUSH b. Dublin, Ireland, about 1725, d. New York City in 
1778. Married Miss Cushing of Dublin, who died about 1758. 


Children 


ELIZABETH MARTHA BRUSH 
b. Ireland about 1758. 
d. Caldwell, N. Y. (now Lake 
George). 
i. Old Episcopal Church ceme- 
tery, Lake George. 


Mar. Thomas Norman of Drogheda 
Ireland, about 1780. He was 
baptized in St. Peter’s Church, 
Drogheda, 1751; d. August 12, 
1814; i. Old Mpiscopal Church 


Grandchildren 


HENRY MoueswortH NORMAN 


b. Ireland, May 22, 1784. 
d. December 30, 1869. 
i. Old cemetery, Lake George. 


Unmarried. 


——s 


ELizA NORMAN 


b. Ireland, 1790. 

d. July 25, 1822. 

i. Cemetery Christ Episcopal 
Church, Mantius, N. Y. 


Cemetery, Lake George. | Mar. May 18, 1819, at Sandy Hill, 


| 
| 
‘ 


Caldwell, N. Y., Nicholas 
Randall of Manlius, N. Y. 


JOHN ECHLIN NORMAN 


b. Ireland, May 26, 1791. 
d. April 13, 1842. 
i. Glens Falls, N. Y. 


Mar. Jane Ann Thurman of Thur- 


man, N. Y., dau. James Low 
Thurman and Catharine 
Cameron. 


18 


Great-Grandchildren 


NicgoLtas NORMAN RANDALL 
b. 1820. 
d. July 13, 1835. 


i. Cemetery Christ Episcopal 


Church, Manlius, N. Y. 
JOHN NORMAN RANDALL 
b. June 27, 1822. 
d. July 22, 1822. 


i. Cemetery Christ Episcopal ! 


Church, Manlius, N. Y. 


EvizA MartTaa NoRMAN 
b. June 2, 1825. 
d. January 7, 1893. 
i. Oswego, N.Y. 
Unmarricd. 


| CATHARINE THURMAN NORMAN . 


b. July 27, 1828. 

d. April 10, 1911, 

i. Oswego, N. Y. 
Mar. Julius C. Riggs. 


Mary JANE NORMAN 

b. July 22, 1830. 

d. 1915, Somerville, N. J. 
Mar. William Loary. 


— 


{ 


Great-Great-Grandchildren 


Francis H. Riccs 
b. October 27, 1848. 
d. July 21, 1907. 
i. Oswego, N.Y. 
Mar. Harriet Clark. 
No children. 


Mary &. Rises. 
b. June 14, 1850. 
d. July, 1871. 
1. Oswego, N.Y. 
Unmarried. 


ANNA CORNELIA RIGGS 
b. June 25, 1854, 
d. May 26, 1881. 
i, Oswego, N.Y. 
wt ae : 
Mar. George S. Merriam. 


JoLIA C. Ricas 

b. Nov. 6, 1856. 
Mar, Charles C. Napier. 
Res. Great Neck, N. Y. 


Mary Eviza Leary 
b. 1852, Caldwell, N.Y. 


d. 1894-6, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Unmarried. 


re ep ate ee ie ne en: 


Great-Great-Greal-Grecl- . 
Grandchildren 


Great Great-Great-Grandchildren 


MAUPE MERRIAM 
k. Nov. 30, 1880. 
Pes. Wenatchee, Oregon. 


ANNE FRANCES NAPIER 
b. May 19, 1899. 
Res. Great Neck, N. Y. 
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Children 


nt eA a ret 


Greal-Grand-hildren 


Grandchildren 


aha 2a BSS AVA gM 
Enianery Marna Brus Norman | Joun Ecuuin N ORMAN, continued | Mary JANE Norman, continued 


— 


THOMAS JAMES NORMAN 
b. October 3, 1834, Warren 
Co., N.Y. 
d. October 9, 1907. 
i. Mt. Hebron Cemetery, 
Montclair Heights, N. J. 
Mar. April 29, 1873, Sophia Speer of 
Little Falls, ci Ea 
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we PER oe a ee rt ne 


Great-Grealtsrandchildren 


GroRrGr WASHINGTON LEARY 
b. August 7, 1859. 
d. November 10, 1916. 
i. Omaha, Nebraska. 
Mar, Edith Dean, July 8, 1891. 


JOHN LEARY 
d. yee 
No issue. 


}'REDERICK TREMONT LEARY 
b. Oswego, N. Y. 
d. 1930, Kansas City, Mo. 


FLORA ELENA LEARY 
b. Oswego, N.Y. 

Mar. June 6, 1900, to William C. 
Newell. 

Res. Westfield, N. J. 


JeSSsIE LEARY 
d. — 
No issue. 


— 


Jane NORMAN 

b. February 15, 1874, 
Clarence Meserole Smith, 

December 6, 1897. 

Res. New York City. 


Mar. 


Neue Louise Norman 
b. December 15, 1877. 
d. 1888, 
i. Mt. Hebron Cemetery, 
Moniclair Heights, N. J. 


Greddy ead rreai ede 


Grancchilirer 
JANET Inexe LEARY 
b. February 21, 1929, Detroit, 


Grealtireat<irealrandchudren 


FLorp LEARY 
b. October 4, 1893,. Mt. Pleas- 


ant, Mich. Michigan. 
Mar. Ola Hilton, February 2, 1919. | parpara EvizazeTH Leary 
b. June 14, 1927, Detroit, 
Michigan. 


GEORGE JAMES LEARY 
b. June 14, 1920. 


CLAYTON NORMAN LEARY 
b. November 13, 1925. 


— a 
| 


CLAYTON NORMAN LEARY 
b. May 19, 1896, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 
d. December, 1932. 
Mar. Dora cance iadamis he June 14, 1919. 


a 


ELLSWORTH NEWELL 
b. September 5, 1909. 

Mar. Ethel Brokaw, November 16, 
1935. 

Res. Plainfield, N. J. 


———— 


HELEN NoRMAN SMITH 
b. September 1, 1899. 
Res. Cincinnati, O. 


ANN MESEROLE WILSON 
b. July 5, 1931, New York 
City. 
WEBB WILSON 
b. May 25, 1935, New York 
City. 


MURIEL LEFFERTS SMITH 
b. May 10, 1903. | 

Mar. September 3, 1929, baal 
W; daar, W 


Res. New York City. 
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: ; . cop TIES BDI MS ONT PN AE ASE RS a Wy, ntdirenta 
oe sie ah Seer actiasen Great-Great-Grandchildren Great-Great-Great-Grandchildren | ir pte ae preg go 
ELIZABETH MARTHABRUSHNORMAN | JoHN EcniIn NORMAN Henen Exveza Norman Fs | OL a 
b. December 8, 1836. 
. d. 1905. 
Oswego, N. Y 
Mar. George Talcott. | 
No children. | 
ee ne ay ‘ CATHERINE THURMAN WILLIAMSON | GEORGE PARKER 
a. July 7 1918 : : b. July 24, 1866. b. November 4, 1904, at Mon- | 
stiwed ae. ill, Mors fccoree ‘Parker, August 3, tague, Mich. PPS na it pee 
Mar. Dr. Joseph G. Williamson | f Munwam PARKER 
April 5, 1865 ie Menise ie) Mich. b. August 20, 1908, Montague, | 
: Mich. | 
IpA Roto WILLIAMSON | 
b. May 10, 1868. | 
d. 1916, Chicago, Ill. 
Unmarried. 
May WILLIAMSON eo 
b. May 24, 1870. | 
Res. La Grange, Ill. | 
MINNIE WILLIAMSON 
b. May 24, 1870. 
d. February 21, 1889. 
Unmarried. 
' JESSIE WILLIAMSON JOSEPH G. PARKER JOHN PAUL PARKER 
b. June 9, 1872. b. June 14, 1903. b. June 29, 1937. 
' Mar. John Joy Parker, May 7, 1902. | Mar. October 11, 1934, Laura May 
: Res. Montague, Mich. Lohman. 
JAMES A, PARKER MARIE EDNA PAR 
b. July 16, 1905. | b. December iL, 1931. 
Mar. Edna Dumas. Maruorre B. PARKER 
: b. November 1, 1933. 
Myrna JEAN PARKER 
b. September 28, 1938 
| VIOLET PARKER WALTER H. NICHOLS 
b. May 19, 1907. b. September 28, 1931. 
Mar. Walter H. Nichols, February | _ 
f 14, 1930. \* Josern Joy NICHOLS 
f Bune Se June 3, 1933. 
i Re Bia ir bahamas aie 
. JOHN Joy PARKER 
b. July 1, 1910. 
d. August 10, 1927. 
Unmarried. 
EUGENE L. PARKER DAVID EUGENE PARKER 
b. June 11, 1914. b. August 12, 1938. 
Mar. November 7, 1936, to Mabel 
| Marie Schultz. 
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ELIZABETH MARTHA z rears e oiear > oe 3 . 
BRUsa NORMAN | JonN EcuLIn NorMAN Caristy ANN NoRMAN ' Douw DitMars WILLIAMSON 
j b. September 11, 1873. 
: d. Juno 25, 1874. 
De eee | a 
Dr. NorMAN IX. WILLIAMSON NorMAN E. WILLIAMSON 
b. July 25, 1875. b. September 29, 1906. 
Mar. Florence I. Walmsley. d. August, 1910. , 
| Res. Stockton, California. Mae ee 
DonaLD W. WILLIAMSON DonaLp NORMAN WILLIAMSON 
bk. September 13, 1909. b. January 15, 1936, Stockton, 
Mar. June 4, 1933, Doris Harr, California. 
' Stockton, California. 
{ 
| RicuarD J. WILLIAMSON Ricard J. WILLIAMSON 
: k. October 24, 1911. b. October 18, 1934, San 
Mar. May 20, 1933, Regis Arnoid, Francisco. 
; San Francisco, California. 
: Ronert B. WILLIAMSON 
b. May 8, 1913. 
{ RutH WILLIAMSON 
b. September 25, 1914. 
Mar. September 22, 1933, Dr. 
Herbert S. Player, San Jose, 
California. 
_ Josera G. WILLIAMSON 
b. July 7, 1877. 
d. February 16, 1889. | 
. Unmarried. ; 
BERTHA B. WILLIAMSON 
b. September 8, 1880. 
d. January 3, 1929. 
| Unmarried. 
JEAN JUNE WILLIAMSON 
i b. June 1, iSS3. 
| Mar. Percy J. Myall. 
| Ros. Niles Center, Ilinois, 
Forses Waits NoRMAN THOMAS NORMAN 
b. September 8, 1797. b. November 19, 1826, 
d. August 5, 1828. d. April i7, 1827. 
i. Old Episcopal Church ceme- i, Caldwell, N. Y. 
tery, Caldwell, N. Y. a es gon eee Terns eee a Se - 
Mar. July 7, 1821, Hannah Maria Henry Norman 
Pardee, dau. Rev. Amos Pardee b. December 10, 1827. 
of Manlius, N. Ve d. June 19, 1928. 
i. Caldwoll (Lake George), 
i A oe 
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Descendants of Crean Brush, whose contributions to medi- 
cine, research, art, education, and the advancement of the 
status of women have won recognition: 


DR. NORMAN ECCLES WILLIAMSON 


Attended the University of Michigan; M.D. degree from Rush 
Medical College, University of Chicago, 1904; 


Assistant to Major Walter Reed in the Laboratory of the 
Medical Museum, Washington, D.C., in 1900; 


Bacteriologist, Bureau of Science, Manila, P. I., as assistant to 
Dr. Strong, now Professor of Tropical Diseases at Harvard 
University, 1901-1903, this work being chiefly among 
plague and cholera victims; 


Physician in the United States Canal Zone Civil Service, 1905- 
1912, for three and one-half years being in charge of the 
laboratories of the Colon end of the Isthmus, and for 
three and one-half years as District Physician of the 
Central District at Gorgona, Canal Zone; 


Health Officer of Sacramento, California, 1914-1915; 


Emergency Hospital, Panama Pacific International Exposition, 
1916; 


During World War had charge of Post Laboratory, Scofield 
Barracks... Tis: 


Afterward had charge of the Department Laboratory, Honco- 
lulu; 


Later commissioned as Lieutenant-Colonel in the Medical 
Reserve Corps; 


Pathologist, Stockton, California, State Hospital, 1916-1931; 
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Assistant Superintendent, Stockton, California, State Hospital, 
1931 to date; 


Drs. Musgrave and Williamson studied surra and published a 
preliminarv report of trypanosomiasis, which appeared as 
as bulletin of the Bureau of Science in 1903; 


Contributed articles to Journal of American Medical Associa- 
tion concerning Tropical Intestinal Parasites, 1905; a case 
of Hemoglobinuria, California State Journal of Medicine, 
1915; several articles on Research in Hemolysis and Prin- 
ciples of the Wasserman Reaction in the Journal of Labo- 
ratory and Clinical Medicine, 1916-17; a spinal chair in 
the Journal of the American Medical Association in 1920; 
a method of preparation of an Insulin Syringe in the 
Journal of American Medical Association. 
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JEAN JUNE MYALL 


Painter of church murals and wall decorations, etcher and 
illustrator. 
Member Art Commission City of Evanston, Ill., 1927-1937. 
Member North Shore Art League, (Chicago and north shore 
suburbs) present time. 
Chairman Art Seminar, University Guild of Northwestern 
University 1936 to present time. 
President Evanston Art Center 1932-35. 
Lectures given to various women’s organizations on 
“Church Symbolism”’ 
“Saints and their Symbols’’ 
“Allegory Garden” 
“Etching.” 
Mural and wall decorations: 


Saint Luke’s Pro-cathedral, Evanston, Ill. 
First Congregational Church, Evanston, IIl. 
First Baptist Church, Evanston, III. 
St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church, Glencoe, IIl. 
St. Michael and All Angels, Berwyn, II. 
Christ Church, Ottawa, IIl. 
First Presbyterian Church, Chicago, Ill. 
Designed and made silhouette quilt exhibited at “A Chats of 
Progress.” 


Book illustrations: 


Etchings printed from original plates, intaglio edition 
“Spnanish Summer” by the Right Rev. George Craig 


Stewart. 

Etching for “Six Altars,” by the Rt. Rev. George Craig. 
Stewart. 

Pen and ink illustrations for “Chicagoland” by H. B. 
Mitchell. 


Pen and ink illustrations for “Parnassus en Route,’’ com- 
piled by Kenneth Horan. 


Pen and ink illustrations for ‘“Peter Cartwright, Pioneer”’ 
by Helen Hardie Grant. 
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JANE NORMAN SMITH 


Secretary and Member, Board of Trustees, Manhattanville 
Nursery Association, New York City, 1912-14; 

Senatorial District Chairman, Women’s Political Union for 
Woman Suffrage, New York City, 1914-15; 

Member, New York City Committee, Congressional Union for 
Woman Suffrage, 1915; 

New York Legislative Chairman, National Woman’s Party, 
woman suffrage campaign, 1916-18; 

New York State Legislative Chairman, National Woman’s 
Party, Equal Rights campaign, 1921-23; 

Chairman, New York State Branch, National Woman’s Party, 
1923-27; during this period secured passage by New York 
Legislature of nine laws giving to women an equal status 
with men; 

Member, National Council, governing body of National 
Woman’s Party, 1926 to date; 


Appointed by Governor Alfred E. Smith to represent the State 


of New York at the Congress of the International Woman 
Suffrage Alliance, Paris, France, 1926; 

Chairman, National Council, National Woman’s Party, 1927-29; 

Third Vice-President, National Council of Women, 1935-37; 

Vice-Chairman, National Council, National Woman’s Party, 
1936-38; 

Second Vice-President, National Council of Women, 1937-38; 

Speaker on behalf of Equal Rights Treaty before a plenary 
session of the Pan American Conference, Havana, Cuba, 
1928; 

Speaker, Institute of Public Affairs, University of Virginia, 1928; 

Author of articles on the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
Federal Constitution appearing in “The Independent 
Woman,” official organ of the National Federation of 
Business & Professional Women’s Clubs, “‘Equal Rights,”’ 
the official organ of the National Woman’s Party, and 
magazines and newspapers; also, articles on the status of 
women appearing in magazines and newspapers in North 
and South America. 
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